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ACEI Engineering Excellence Awards 2026:

Friday night saw the
celebration of ACEl member
firms and the industry-leading
work that has been carried
out over the last twelve
months. With nineteen
categories ranging from SME
work to Civil, Structural and
M&E as well as leading
examples of Irish work
overseas, the awards
celebrated the very best from
Irish consulting engineers.

The night also saw special
recognition awards for
Michael Moriarty of TJ O’
Connor & Associates for years
of service to the industry.
Michael throughout his career
has acted as a touchstone of

sensible advice for ACEI and
gives of his time voluntarily to
help resolve issues and create
consensus for the industry on
matters of core importance.

Separately, President Tim
Murnane presented Sean O’
Driscoll - a member of the
Government's Accelerating
Infrastructure Taskforce - with
a special award of recognition
for services to the wider built-
environment sector.
Congratualtions to all those
who were shortlisted and of

course to our category winners

who will be dotted throughout
this month’s newsletter
celebrating their winning
projects!




Farewell President’'s Address:

Dear All,

The time has come for my final contribution to the
ConsultA as ACEI President. The year has gone by very
quickly and | have really enjoyed my time as President. At
the beginning of the year, | highlighted two areas from
our ACEI Strategy 2022 to 2025 that | wished to focus on:

¢ Building the Community of Consulting Engineers
e Enhancing the Business of Consulting Engineering

Most of my talks and writings have focused on these
areas, as | firmly believe these hold the key to seeing
Consulting Engineering really take its place at the top of
the Services sector food chain in Ireland.

We must work together closely to leverage our combined
potential and we must run better businesses, so we can
reward our people and attract the best brains into our
sector. As | said during my speech at the 2026 ACEI
Engineering Excellence Awards, | believe our country is
positioned for a sustained and enduring period of
success. The development of our country’s infrastructure
is utterly essential to enable this success to truly
crystalise.

“We must work together closely to leverage our
combined potential.”

Our nation has the fiscal space to fund the progress
required. Our government has led the production of a
seminal Action Plan on Accelerating Infrastructure, which
has real teeth and a plan to remove bureaucracy/barriers
to infrastructure delivery.

It is therefore clear to me that there is a wave of
opportunity coming the way of the Irish construction
sector, like we have never seen before. So as Consulting
Engineers, not only do we need to “harness the resources
of nature”, we need to harness the capacity of our
Consulting Engineering community to make the most of
these opportunities, for the benefit of our country and its
people.

And to do this, we must work together as a community,
support each other and pull on that “county jersey” like
never before! | know we can and will do this and that is
my departing message to you all as ACEI President.

“We need to harness the capacity of our Consulting

Engineering community to make the most of these

opportunities, for the benefit of our country and its
people.”

I would like to wish our President-elect Mr
Ciaran McGovern of Tobin Consulting
Engineers the very best in his year as
President. Ciaran is a top man and he will do a
great job on our behalf.

| wish to thank everyone who has supported
me and contributed to the ACEI over the past
year. | ask you all to continue to do so, as the
ACEl is the heartbeat of our community and
we must invest in and support it. Finally, |
would like to thank my colleagues at PUNCH
Consulting Engineers for their support during
the year, as without this, | would not have
been able to do the job.

Regards

Tim Murnane
President of ACEI
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