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Key Facts and Projects

NSO 1 - Compact Growth

e 1,744 new social housing builds in the Southern Region in 2021.

e 5,760 total new dwelling completions in the Southern Region in 2021.

e 45 proposals approved under Call 2 in 2021 which builds on the existing pipeline of URDF supported projects launched
under Call 1.

NSO 2 - Enhanced Regional Connectivity

N21/Né69 Limerick to Adare to Foynes - Work is progressing to facilitate delivery of the Adare Bypass element of this
project first, in time for the Ryder Cup in 2027.

N28 Cork to Ringaskiddy Road - Advanced works are complete and main works expected to commence in 2024.
N22 Ballyvourney to Macroom road - Construction work ongoing and it is expected to be complete in 2024.
M8/N25 Dunkettle Interchange- Construction is ongoing and completion is expected in 2024.

NSO 3 - Strengthened Rural Economies and Communities

7 projects were approved for funding from the third call of the Rural Regeneration and Development Fund in the Region.
National Broadband Plan: In the Southern region, over 160 Broadband Connection Points were in place by the end of 2021.
Coonagh to Knockalisheen Distributor Road - Construction commenced in 2021.

Shannon Crossing/Killaloe Bypass/R494 Upgrade scheme - Procurement process for main construction contract was
progressed.

R498 Nenagh/Thurles (Latteragh) Upgrade - at detailed design and land acquisition stage.

NSO 4 - Sustainable Mobility

e BusConnects Cork: Design team is proceeding to produce the final report on the revised network.
e Further funding has been granted to allow for significant progress to be made on a number of greenways in the region
including the North Kerry Greenway from Tralee to Fenit and from Listowel to the Limerick border.

NSO 5 - A Strong Economy, supported by Enterprise, Innovation and Skills

87,774 in IDA supported employment, 69,277 in El supported employment in 2021.

2,785 clients supported in the Region by Local Enterprise Offices in 2021.

12 successful applicants for the Regional Enterprise Transition Scheme in the Southern Region in 2021.

6 projects in the region were awarded €20.5 million under Call 3 of the Disruptive Technologies Innovation Fund.

NSO 6 - High Quality International Connectivity

e Work ongoing at Shannon Foynes Port, Rosslare, Waterford and Cork Ports. Shannon and Cork Airports assisted by one
year COVID-19 Regional State Airports Programme 2021.

NSO 7 - Enhanced Amenity and Heritage

e Cultural investments across the region, including the Crawford Art Gallery.
e 10 successful applicants from the Region in the last round of the Large Scale Sports Infrastructure Fund.

NSO 8 - Climate-Resilient Society

o 58 flood relief schemes were progressing or planned for the Southern Region in 2021.

NSO 9 - Sustainable Management of Water and other Environmental Resources
e There were 15 water projects completed, 24 in progress and 99 projects planned in the Region in 2021.

NSO 10 - Access to Quality Childcare, Education and Health Services

56 schools projects were delivered with 16 projects in excess of €1 million.

A further 489 schools projects are at various stages of planning, design and construction.

Health projects completed construction in 2021 include the Orthopaedic Surgical Unit Development at Croom
Orthopaedic Hospital, the modular COVID Laboratory at University Hospital Limerick and the replacement Mortuary and
Post Mortem facilities at University Hospital Waterford.

Five new Primary Care Centres were delivered across the Southern Region (Bandon, Bantry, Newmarket, Kilkenny City and
Thurles) in 2021.
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This document sets out the regional projects and programmes
which are being planned and delivered in the Southern Region
as part of the public investment detailed in Project Ireland
2040 - the Government’s National Planning Framework and

National Development Plan.

While this document does not provide an exhaustive
list of all public capital expenditure in the region,

it does serve to highlight the diverse range of
investment being made by the State under Project
Ireland 2040. Project Ireland 2040 set out ten
National Strategic Outcomes (NSOs), built around
the over-arching themes of well-being, equality

and opportunity. This document sets out the main
achievements under each NSO in 2021, for the
Southern Region.

The document draws on information from a wide
range of publicly available sources as well as material
provided by Government Departments and Agencies
- a list of the major projects in the Southern Region is
contained in the Appendix.

The Southern Region covers the administrative areas
of 9 counties; Carlow, Clare, Cork City and County,
Kerry, Kilkenny, Limerick City and County, Tipperary,
Waterford and Wexford. The Southern Regional
Assembly (SRA\) is part of regional governance in
Ireland, established under local government reform in
January 2015.

Project Ireland 2040 seeks to develop our regional
towns and cities as viable urban centres of scale,
which can act as alternatives and a counterbalance to
the continued growth of Dublin and its surrounding
region. In doing so, these cities and regional towns
will act as drivers of growth for their wider region and
rural areas.

Project Ireland 2040 envisages the population of
Cork City and Suburbs to grow by between 105,000
- 125,000 people (50-60%) by 2040. In keeping with
the vision of compact smart growth, 50% of new
city housing will be within the existing Cork City and
Suburbs footprint.

Project Ireland 2040 envisages the population of
Limerick City and Suburbs to grow by between
47,000 - 56,000 people (or 50-60%) by 2040. In
keeping with the vision of compact smart growth,
50% of new city housing will be within the existing
Limerick City and Suburbs footprint.

Project Ireland 2040 envisages the population of
Waterford City and Suburbs to grow by between
30,000 - 35,000 people (or 50-60%) by 2040. In
keeping with the vision of compact smart growth,
50% of new city housing will be within the existing
Waterford City and Suburbs footprint.
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3.1

National Strategic Outcome 1 - Compact Growth

This outcome aims to secure the sustainable growth Table 2: Total Housing Completion in 2021
of more compact urban and rural settlements Ll
supported by jobs, houses, services and amenities, . New Dwe.lllng
rather than continued sprawl and unplanned, Southern Region Completions
uneconomic growth. Carlow 251
There were 1,744 social housing new builds in the Clare 410
Southern Region in 2021 with more planned in 2022. Cork City 1,472
There were 5,760 new dwellings completed in the Cork County 755
Southern Region in 2021, down 2.2% on the previous Donegal 441
period (5,890). Kerry 321
Table 1: Social Housing Completion in 2021 Kilkenny 606

Southern Region Total New Build Limerick City and County 315

Clare 76 Waterford City and County 492

Limerick City and County 201 Sledele 697

Tiepaeny 100 Total 5,760

Carlow 164 Source: Central Statistics Office

Kilkenny 156

Waterford 169

Wexford 230

Cork City 49

Cork County 391

Kerry 208

Total 1,744

Source: Department of Housing, Local Government and
Heritage

Table 3: Total Planning Permissions in 2021

Planning Region and County  Houses Multi development One off Private flats/
houses houses apartments

Carlow 216 109 107 40 256
Clare 560 268 292 45 605
Cork (City Council) 445 390 55 1,617 2,062
Cork 1,744 998 746 329 2,073
Kerry 434 150 284 189 623
Kilkenny 698 446 252 264 962
Limerick City and County 656 288 368 403 1,059
Tipperary County 943 671 272 227 1,170
Waterford City and County 641 467 174 230 871
Wexford 1,092 587 505 207 1,299
Southern - Totals 7,429 4,374 3,055 3,551 | 10,980

Source: Central Statistics Office
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The Urban Regeneration and Development Fund
(URDF) was launched in 2018 to support more
compact and sustainable development. The Fund

is providing part-funding for applicant-led projects
that will enable a greater proportion of residential
and mixed-use development to be delivered within
the existing built-up footprints of our cities and large
towns, while also ensuring that more parts of our
urban areas can become attractive and vibrant places
in which people choose to live and work, as well as to
invest and to visit.

In keeping with the aims of the National Planning
Framework and Project Ireland 2040, the URDF
demonstrates a new and more tailored approach

to the provision of Government support. Over its
planned duration up to 2030, URDF support in excess
of €2 billion will be targeted in an integrated, dynamic
and responsive way to support the regeneration and
rejuvenation of our towns and cities.

Through the URDF, successful applicants receive
targeted integrated support for innovative holistic
solutions to the issues that have hindered the
regeneration and rejuvenation of our large towns and
cities.

To date there have been two Calls for proposals
under the URDF with a total of almost €312 million
allocated so far in respect of the 87 projects approved
under Call 1, while in March 2021 URDF funding

support of €1.3 billion was announced in respect of
a countrywide programme of a further 45 proposals
approved under Call 2.

The 45 proposals approved under Call 2 in 2021
builds on the existing pipeline of URDF supported
projects launched under Call 1. This URDF supported
programme of projects will ultimately contribute
significantly to the transformative regeneration and
development of our large towns and cities, and to
the achievement of NPF and Project Ireland 2040
objectives.

Table 4a: Successful Applicants under the Urban
Regeneration Development Fund

Clare

Limerick City and County

Tipperary
Carlow

Kilkenny
Waterford
Wexford
Cork City
Cork County

VIO N D WM~ |VO >

Kerry
Total

N
oo

Source: Department of Housing, Local Government and
Heritage

Table 4b: Successful Projects under Call 1 of the Urban Regeneration Development Fund

Clare County Clare Parnell Street and This URDF supported project is part of an overall
Council the Lanes and rejuvenation and enhancement programme for
Bow-Ways Ennis as part of the Ennis Town Centre Public Realm
Regeneration. The project consists of regeneration
works to two integrated and physically connected
elements located at the heart of Ennis, Parnell Street
and the extensive network of Lanes and Bow-Ways
that characterise the Town and its Medieval core.
Clare County Clare The Venue URDF support relates to the development of a
Council Shannon (Strategic | strategic masterplan to enable planning for future
Masterplan) projects in this area.
Clare County Clare Barrack Square and | URDF support relates to the design of physical works
Council Old Barrack Street | in the area to give a high quality connected public
and O’Connell realm.
Square and High
Street
Limerick City Limerick O’'Connell Street The O’Connell Street Urban Centre Revitalisation
and County Project, involving public realm works, is part of a
Council wider initiative, the Great Streets Programme, which
will create a world-class environment to support the
sustainable development of the city centre in Limerick.
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Limerick City Limerick Opera Project (Site | This is part funding of the “Opera Centre”

and County enabling) development in the heart of Limerick. Central to the

Council delivery of the vision for the area, is the development
of some key strategic sites. URDF funding will assist in
this regard.

Limerick City Limerick Digital The works now being supported by the URDF include

and County Collaboration and survey, design, planning, and initial enabling works to

Council Virtual Reality bring the proposed Digital Collaboration and Virtual

Centre Reality Centre in Cecil Street Limerick to procurement

stage.

Limerick City Limerick World-class This URDF supported project involved the feasibility

and County Waterfront and design works for the development of a world class

Council waterfront along the River Shannon in Limerick.

Limerick City Limerick Social and Funding for technical assistance to develop a model for

and County Economic Model the economic and social impact of the Limerick 2030

Council programme.

Limerick City Limerick Living Georgian The Living Georgian City Programme will focus

and County City Programme on targeted interventions to renew vacant and

Council underutilised stock, to increase the level of residential
use in the city and show case the transition to a
low carbon and climate resilient city. Funding is to
advance this programme, including feasibility and
demonstration projects.

Tipperary Tipperary | Liberty Square This URDF supported project involves the

County Council Thurles enhancement of Liberty Square in Thurles, Co.
Tipperary, which will knit together the previous public
realm initiatives and result in the completion of the
infrastructural element of the Place-making initiatives
being undertaken for Thurles Town Centre as part of
its wider Town Centre Initiative.

Tipperary Tipperary | Clonmel As part of the Clonmel 2030 Transformational

County Council regeneration a series of complementary projects are in
train including the regeneration of Kickham Barracks
and the development of the Clonmel Regional Sports
Hub.

University of Limerick Digital District Limerick City and County Council has identified

Limerick (Inner City Digital that digital technologies have the transformational

Hub) potential to underpin the sustainable growth of the

city and region, by supporting “smart” development
and regeneration using technology and new work
practices to empower communities, create better
services, accelerate sustainable social and economic
growth and to improve the quality of life for all.
This funding is to support a renewed focus on the
development of a digital district hub within the
Georgian core of Limerick City.

Carlow County | Carlow Carlow Town Funding for master plan for Carlow Town Centre. The

Council

Centre

vision for Carlow Town is to be a high-functioning,
inclusive, compact and accessible town underpinned
by a robust and diverse local economy.
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Kilkenny County | Kilkenny Abbey Quarter The regeneration of the Abbey Quarter presents an

Council opportunity to restore a significant brown field site
in the heart of Kilkenny City. This URDF supported
project involves a number of public realm, community
and cultural infrastructure projects that are essential to
stimulate and enhance commercial development in the
Abbey Quarter.

Waterford City Waterford | Waterford City and | This URDF supported project involves the provision

and County Environs - North of key transportation infrastructure that will transform

Council Quays City and Regional access and mobility and facilitate
game changing development on the North side of
Waterford. The combined projects will catalyse
significant immediate development, enabling a natural
extension of Waterford City Centre, to the North side
of the river, as well as opening up the North side of the
City for significant new development.

Waterford City Waterford | Tramore Town This URDF supported project will transform the town

and County Centre centre into a more attractive destination by creating

Council a new identifiable core with harmonised public realm
linkages to the beach area and transport hub on the
Lower Branch Road. It will provide a clear traffic and
‘way finding’ solution to this core area and at last
provide additional off street parking at the mid contour
level to greatly improve accessibility.

Wexford County | Wexford Trinity Wharf This URDF supported project covers the first phase

Council Project development of an access road and initial enabling
works in advance of the next phase of the wider Trinity
Wharf Project.

Cork City Cork Beamish and This URDF supported project covered the design

Council Crawford/Grand phase for the regeneration of the Beamish &

Parade Quarter Crawford/Grand Parade Quarter.

Cork City Cork Cork City This project is complementary to the Port of Cork

Council Docklands project and will facilitate enabling infrastructure for
the Cork Docklands.

Port of Cork Cork Tivoli Docks This URDF supported project covers the elements of
the preparatory planning for the proposed relocation
of the port and redevelopment of Tivoli Docks.

Irish Rail Cork Kent Station Yard Support for remediation works to allow for future site

(Site enabling development.
Cork County Cork Carrigaline This project is for the development of a Relief Road
Council Western Relief for the town of Carrigaline. This project will allow
Road vehicular traffic to bypass the main street and is
intended to link the new pedestrian/cycle routes to a
series of informal and formal walks and public spaces
for interactions.

Cork County Cork Midleton Main This project supports Phase 2 of the Midleton Main

Council Street Public Realm | Street Public Realm Improvements projects - part of

Improvements an integrated approach to land use and transportation
planning.

Cork County Cork Midleton This project covers design work, value for money

Council Permeability assessment for projects that will facilitate the growth

Package of of Midleton.
Proposals
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Applicant County Project Description
Cork County Cork Cobh UEA - Public | The funding relates to the Ballynoe Urban Expansion
Council Realm - Diaspora Area (UEA) and public realm improvements in Cobh
Centre and a Diaspora centre. Funding relates to design and
feasibility studies.
Cork County Cork Carrigaline Public The project will advance the Carrigaline Western Relief
Council Realm road project to detailed design stage and will form part
of wider plans to improve the public realm in the town.
Cork County Cork Carrigtwohill Funding relates to scheme design and planning fora
Council suite of proposed transport/movement/pubic realm
works in Carrigtwohill.
Cork County Cork Mallow Town Support for initial public realm works as part of the
Council Regeneration wider Mallow Town Regeneration Plan and Works
Programme.
Kerry County Kerry Phase | Tralee Support towards Phase 1 of Tralee Town Centre -Rock
Council Town Centre - Rock | Street, Russell Street and Bridge Street.
Street, Russell
Street and Bridge
Street
Kerry County Kerry Smarter Travel Funding for construction of Killarney inner link
Council Killarney (Link & road between New St and High St and public realm
Public Realm) improvements as part of project to consolidate town
core and improve traffic management.
Kerry County Kerry Aras Phadraig Funding for master plan for Aras Phadraig site and
Council Masterplan enjoining public car park at Lewis Road Killarney, an
area that is important to the economic regeneration
and urban fabric enhancement of the town.

Source: Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage

Table 4c: Successful Projects under Call 2 of the Urban Regeneration Development Fund

Applicant County Project Description
Clare County | Clare Ennis Town The project forms the next phase of works that will
Council Centre contribute to the realisation of an overall vision for a high
Public Realm quality, pedestrian focussed public realm in the medieval core
Regeneration of Ennis Town centre. This project continues the regeneration
work of Parnell Street and the extensive network of Lanes
and Bow-ways in the town, which is being supported under
the successful Call 1 project.
Clare County | Clare The Venue URDF support relates to the development of a strategic
Council Shannon masterplan to enable planning for future projects in this area.
(Strategic
Masterplan)
Clare County | Clare Barrack Square URDF support relates to the design of physical works in the
Council and Old Barrack | area to give a high quality connected public realm.
Street and
O’Connell Square
and High Street
Limerick City | Limerick Living Limerick This project is about making positive, innovative and
and County City Centre transformational change to revitalise the centre of Limerick
Council Initiative City and support the objective of compact growth in a
holistic and strategic manner. This project is an integrated
programme of urban development that will be underpinned
by a programme of innovative collaboration.
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Applicant County Project Description

Limerick City | Limerick World-class This is a follow on capital element to feasibility and design

and County Waterfront works supported under Call 1 to develop a World Class

Council Waterfront’ along the River Shannon in close proximity to the

city centre.

Tipperary Tipperary | A Pathway to This project has been developed as a direct, collaborative

County a Low-Carbon and innovative response to deliver on the objectives of

Council Society: A Centre | Project Ireland 2040 and the Climate Action Plan, through a
for Excellence transformative public-private urban regeneration proposal
for Sustainable that builds on the established economic cluster of sustainable

Energy for energy agencies, businesses and professionals in Nenagh,

transformational | Tipperary and the Region. The project also seeks to put in

urban place public infrastructure, civic spaces and public realm
regeneration of | enhancement to consolidate the linkages to the town centre.

Nenagh Town

Centre

Carlow Carlow Public Realm This project will provide Carlow Town with plentiful,
County and Pedestrian accessible and exciting public spaces which will improve
Council Linkage Project | town centre linkages and increase pedestrian mobility from

Carlow Town the town centre to Carlow College and the Railway Station.
This project is the follow on capital works to the related
Masterplan from the successful Call 1 funded project.

Kilkenny Kilkenny Abbey Quarter This project covers the second phase of the Abbey Quarter
County Phase 2 and builds on the first phase works initiated under the
Council (Advancement successful Call 1 project.

Project) The Phase 2 project involves 5 complementary sub-projects
covering public realm improvements, accessibility and
regeneration of the Abbey Quarter.

Kilkenny Kilkenny Kilkenny City This project will increase the attractiveness, liveability and
County Centre Enhanced | connectivity of Kilkenny at its urban core for locals and
Council Liveability visitors alike and will transform the quality of place by

Project radically improving the streetscape and accessibility of the
Kilkenny’s historic core, helping to knit together the central
constituent public realm spaces and to deliver the Council’s
objective of a compact ‘10-minute City’ and the most liveable
urban centre in Ireland.

Waterford Waterford | Waterford The NPF has set an objective for Waterford to become a
City and City Centre ‘Regional City of Scale’, driving regional growth. This project
County Regeneration consists of the important regeneration of the Historic Core/
Council Strategic Public Realm Plan based on a series of planned

city centre Brownfield proposals including cultural, re-use,
business hub and brownfield redevelopment sites. The
project involves a wide range of interventions that will
provide an attractive live, work and play environment to
draw people back into Waterford City centre in order to
bring social, economic and cultural vibrancy. The concept is
to cross a ‘tipping point’ whereby the City centre will provide
jobs and sustain itself into the future.
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Applicant

Wexford
County
Council

County
Wexford

Project

Trinity Wharf
Project

Description

Trinity Wharf is a brown field site, centrally located in
Wexford Town with a high amenity waterfront vista. The site
is identified as a Key Opportunity site in the Wexford Town
& Environs Development Plan 2009 - 2015 as extended.
Through this project the Council plans to develop Trinity
Wharf as a new mixed-use urban quarter to include retail,
cultural, hotel and commercial office development. The
development has the potential to bring significant economic
and social benefits, and position Wexford as a superior
location to work, live and visit.

Cork City
Council

Cork

Grand Parade
Quarter

This project will bring about the regeneration of the Grand
Parade Quarter, an underutilised area of Cork City. This is
the follow on capital element to the design phase project
supported by the URDF under Call 1. The development of
the Grand Parade Quarter will be transformative and will
combine with other complementary developments in the area
to create a vibrant quarter where culture and learning acts as
a catalyst for business and tourism.

Cork City
Council

Cork

Cork City
Docklands

This project will unlock Cork City Docklands potential to
develop as a vibrant, high quality district that will attract
investment in relation to mixed use development, leisure and
cultural facilities. The development of Cork City Docklands
is a key element of Cork City’s ambitious plans to achieve
compact urban growth as part of Project Ireland 2040.

Cork County
Council

Cork

Passage West

- Ringaskiddy

- Carrigaline
Harbour Cluster

This project covers project planning and design and the initial
site assembly that will facilitate the future delivery of a suite
of co-ordinated and linked transformative projects targeted
at the towns of Carrigaline and Passage West which together
with Ringaskiddy form a key spatial cluster adjoining Cork
Harbour.

Cork County
Council

Cork

Mallow
Town Centre
Regeneration

The overarching aim of this project is focussed on stimulating
town centre renewal and creating more liveable and
attractive town centre. This project supports the delivery of
key strategic town centre transformative projects targeted in
Mallow town along with two pilot schemes involving building
reuse interventions in order to assess if such interventions
can stimulate private sector interest and/or activity to
address some of the key challenges facing town centres.

Kerry
County
Council

Kerry

Destination
Killarney

This project seeks to mirror the world class natural
environment that is Killarney National Park with an
exceptional Urban experience that sets Killarney apart as

a tourism destination. The project seeks to interweave the
fabric of the Urban Core of Killarney seamlessly with its
natural amenities through a series of interrelated transport
and public realm improvements and a traffic management
strategy that removes as far as possible transitory traffic from
the urban core.

Kerry
County
Council

Kerry

Positioning
Tralee as

a Regional
Economic Driver
& Destination
Town

This project supports major areas of intervention for Tralee
in relation to its economic growth. The major challenge
facing the town is creating the opportunities for private
sector investment in mixed use development and making
these opportunities an attractive proposition for the private
sector. This project continues on work of the successful Call
1 project.

Source: Department of Housing,

10

Local Government and Heritage
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National Strategic Outcome 2 -

A core priority under Project Ireland 2040 is the
essential requirement to enhance and upgrade
accessibility between urban centres of population and
their regions, in parallel with the initiation of compact
growth of urban centres.

There are seven majors regional transport projects
planned in the Southern Region, including the M20
Cork to Limerick motorway, the N21/Né9 Limerick to
Adare to Foynes Road, M28 Cork to Ringaskiddy road
and the N22 Ballyvourney to Macroom road.

M20 Cork to Limerick motorway - The N20 road
corridor options are currently being progressed with
Public Transport (Rail) alternatives as comparators. An
on-line public consultation had unprecedented public
engagement with the closing date for submissions
extended by four weeks from the 18 December 2020
to the 15 January 2021. The scheme is currently at
Options Selection stage with the preferred transport
corridor was announced due in Q1 2022.

N21/Né69 Limerick to Adare to Foynes - Government
approval received in October 2019, to submit the
scheme to An Bord Pleanala for planning approval.
The oral hearing took place, and a planning decision is
expected in Q3 2022. Work is progressing to facilitate
delivery of the Adare Bypass element of this project
first, in time for the Ryder Cup in 2027.

N28 Cork to Ringaskiddy road - A judicial review
of the An Bord Pleanala decision was taken. It was
closed in 2020. Advanced works are complete and
main works expected to commence in 2024.

N22 Ballyvourney to Macroom road - Government
approval received to award construction contract on
15 October 2019. Construction work is ongoing, and
it is expected to be complete in 2024.

M8/N25 Dunkettle Interchange - Government
approved the award of the Design and Build
contract in October 2020. Construction is ongoing
and completion is expected in 2024. A section of
cycleway was constructed with the advance works
and opened in November 2020.

Mallow Relief Road - Technical advisors have been
procured and the assessment of route options is
ongoing.

Listowel Bypass - the tender documents for the
construction project are finalised. The official sod
turning for this scheme was on the 12th of May 2022,
and the contractor has commenced works on site

and the scheme is expected to take 24 months to
complete.

Tralee Northern Relief Road - land acquired for phase
1 of this scheme.

Tralee to Fenit road upgrade - scheme being
implemented on a phased basis.

Two major regional transport projects have been
completed within Project Ireland 2040 in the region,
both in the South-East. These are:

e The M11 Gorey-Enniscorthy Motorway- opened
July 2019 and

e The N25 New Ross Bypass - completed in 2019
and opened on 29 January 2020

In 2021, the significantly enhanced 5-year funding
programme for the maintenance and renewal of the
rail network (the IMMAC) was increased further
meaning Exchequer funding provided under Project
Ireland 2040 for IMMAC 2020 to 2024 amounts to
in excess of €1.1 billion. Funding under the IMMAC
allowed for an enhanced programme of track-relaying
works on the Dublin-Cork line as well as additional
station improvement works.

Project Ireland 2040 also commits toward an
evaluation of the economic benefits and value for
money of high-speed rail on the main inter-urban
rail network against improvements to existing and
planned line speeds along the lines. In 2020, it was
decided to expand the scope of this evaluation into
an all-island Strategic Rail Review. In consultation
with the Department for Infrastructure in Northern
Ireland and other relevant stakeholders, terms of
reference were agreed, and consultants appointed.

The Review commenced in September 2021 and

a final report is expected in Quarter 4 of 2022. As
well as the potential for high/higher speed rail, the
Strategic Rail Review will consider inter-urban and
inter-regional connectivity, regional connectivity, and
connectivity to our international air and seaports,
including the potential for rail freight.

11
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National Strategic Outcome 3 -

The Rural Regeneration and Development Fund
(RRDF), launched in 2018, is providing the investment
needed to support rural renewal, strengthen and build
resilience in rural towns, villages and communities
and deliver on the objectives of Project Ireland 2040.

The RRDF is administered by the Department of
Rural and Community Development (DRCD) and is
complemented by a range of additional programmes
and schemes delivered under the Department’s

Rural Regeneration Programme as part of Project
Ireland 2040, including the Town and Village Renewal
Scheme and Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure
Scheme (ORIS), which help maintain and develop

the growth and vitality of rural areas, and supports
communities and organisations to meet their needs.

Seven projects were approved for funding of
€15,009,473 from the third call for Category 1
applications to the RRDF. 42 projects were approved
for funding of €8,503,205 under the Town and Village
Renewal Scheme and 106 projects were approved

for funding of €6,802,651 under the Outdoor
Recreation Infrastructure Scheme. ORIS also funded
two nationwide projects. Inland Fisheries Ireland were
awarded funding of €491,317 for their Angling Access
Maintenance 2022 project and Udaras na Gaeltachta
were awarded funding of €500,000 for their Bealach
Shéanadh Mhacha / Discover Shéanadh Mhacha
project which includes development of a walking/
cycling looped trail and nature trails.

Table 5: Projects approved for funding under the RRDF Category 1 third call located in the Southern Region

Lead Body Location

Project Name

Project Description

Total RRDF Funding

Cork Ballydesmond Cork This project is focused on the town €812,700
County Village Public centre of Ballydesmond, delivering
Council Realm and key village centre improvements,
Placemaking including enhanced streetscapes,
Enhancement Plan walkways and park areas.
Cork Youghal Public Cork This project will deliver a modern and | €4,048,511
County Library fully-resourced library for the town
Council through the complete renovation and
extension of a collection of derelict
buildings on Youghal’s North Main
Street.
Udaras na | Gteic Uibh Kerry This project will deliver a Digital €2,039,091
Gaeltachta | Rathaigh Hub that will provide workspace
for up to 50 people. The Hub
will provide remote learning and
upskilling programmes, support small
businesses to develop and expand
and provide remoting working space
for the surrounding region.
Kilkenny Thomastown Kilkenny | This project will continue the €2,562,291
County Community regeneration of Thomastown through
Council the development of a new modern
public library and community facilities
in the centre of the town.
Limerick Foynes Flying Limerick | This project is an ambitious reimaging | €1,500,000
City & Boat & Maritime of the existing museum, upgrading
County Museum - and expanding the existing Museum
Council Expanded and to create an internationally-significant
Enhanced Museum tourism attraction.

12
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Lead Body Project Name Location  Project Description Total RRDF Funding
Tipperary Revitalisation of Tipperary | This project will provide serviced €603,750
County Rural Villages: A housing sites in Kilsheelan Village,
Council Model for Cluster which will be then made available
Housing and Low for sale to the public to design and
Carbon Planning build their houses. The project will
also develop a new public park in the
village and a new arrival point for the
River Suir Blueway.
Tipperary Thurles Market Tipperary | This project will renovate a 19th €3,443,130
County Quarter - Century vacant agriculture building
Council Regeneration and associated car park to create
through the Thurles Market Quarter. It will
Recreation, include a designated market space, a
Education and multi-functional events space and a
Support for Local Student’s Union and cafe.
Producers

Support and Grow Tourism in Rural Communities

Project Ireland 2040 recognises the vital contribution
tourism makes to the policy goals of strengthening
rural economies and communities (NSO 3) and
enhancing amenity and heritage (NSO 7). Tourism
contributes to essential employment in all counties,
especially in regional locations, outside of the main
cities where other employment opportunities are
limited.

Platforms for Growth

Failte Ireland is currently investing in large-scale
tourism attractions and experiences through its
capital investment programme, Platforms for
Growth (2019 to 2022). This programme has run
two investment platforms to date - a programme
of funding to support and expand immersive
heritage and cultural attractions and an investment
programme, in partnership with Local Authorities,
to develop activity facility centres for water-based
activities. Both of these platforms completed their
assessment processes in 2021 and announced the
projects to be supported. Further focused calls on
themed platforms may be announced during the life
of the Programme.

Failte Ireland’s first call for applications (Platforms
for Growth 1), in 2019, focused on the platform of
immersive heritage and cultural attractions, inviting
proposals for large-scale projects of €2.5 million
upwards.

The second platform (Platforms for Growth 2),
launched in December 2020 and involving a targeted
call for applications from local authorities, aims to
develop activity facility centres at waterside locations
across Ireland. In April 2021, €19 million worth of
investment was announced for this platform, to be
used to develop world-class facility centres at 20
locations across the country where water-based
activities are a key visitor attraction. These facilities,
designed to serve as a hub in each locality from which
multiple water-sports operators can base themselves,
will provide hot showers, changing and toilet facilities,
secure storage, induction spaces, equipment wash-
down and orientation points. In the Southern region,
the following projects were successful recipients of
funding under this initiative:

13
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Table 6: Recipients of funding under Platform for Growth 2 in the Southern Region

Facility Centre
Claycastle Sports Activity Facility

Location

Claycastle, Youghal, Co Cork

Local Authority
Cork County Council

Kilkenny Water Sports Hub

County Hall, John St, Co Kilkenny

Kilkenny County Council

Tramore Water-Sports Activity

Facility Centre Co Waterford

Promenade, Tramore,

Waterford County Council

Ardmore Water-Sports Activity
Facility Centre

Public Car Park, Cois Tra,
Ardmore, Co Waterford

Waterford County Council

Curracloe Water Sports Activity
Centre

Whitegap, Curracloe, Co Wexford

Wexford County Council

Ballycuggeran Sports Activity
Facility

Ogonnelloe, Killaloe, Co Clare

Clare County Council

Dromineer Sports Activity Facility

Dromineer, Nenagh, Co Tipperary

Tipperary County Council

Kilkee Waterworld Activity Facilities Co Clare

Waterworld, East End, Kilkee,

Clare County Council

Ballybunion Beach Shared Facilities
Centre

Men'’s (South) Beach,
Ballybunion, Co Kerry

Kerry County Council

Fenit Beach Shared Facility Centre

Fenit Beach, Fenit, Co Kerry

Kerry County Council

Magherabeg Shared Facilities
Centre

Magherabeg Lower,
Castlegregory, Co Kerry

Kerry County Council

Other Failte Ireland grant-aided capital projects

Five New and Enhanced Visitor Attractions and
Experiences (relevant to both NSO 3 and NSO 7)
were formally launched in 2021 including Johnstown
Castle (Wexford).

Other projects supported by Failte Ireland that
were progressed in 2021 include the Blasket Centre
in Kerry which was delivered through Strategic
Partnerships and is due to open in 2022.

In addition to its large grants schemes and strategic
partnerships, Failte Ireland also provides capital
supports to tourism attractions and experiences

in Ireland through a range of regional small grants
schemes and makes direct investment into developing
infrastructure for the four tourism experience brands
including the Wild Atlantic Way, Ireland’s Hidden
Heartlands and Ireland’s Ancient East.

Failte Ireland also continues to invest in cultural

and heritage tourism attractions through strategic
partnerships with the OPW/Department of Housing,
Local Government and Heritage; National Parks &
Wildlife Service; Coillte; and Waterways Ireland.
These critical partnerships continue to deliver capital
projects that realise the tourism potential of the
State’s natural and built heritage assets. Through
these strategic partnerships, and other collaborations
with Government Departments and agencies, Failte
Ireland is able to invest in the enhancement of visitor
attractions and activities and advise on further
experience development and marketing.

Failte Ireland has developed an approach to
destination development, as set out in its new
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Destination Development Framework, centred

on collaborative local tourism development plans
(DEDPs) that identify agreed priorities for sustainable
tourism development of the destination. A number of
DEDPs have already been prepared and the following
were launched in 2021:

e Dingle Peninsula, Co. Kerry and

e Lough Derg (comprising part of Counties Tipperary,
Clare & Galway).

RRDF-funded projects of tourism significance

In 2021, Filte Ireland and Coillte continued to
partner on progressing the International Mountain
Biking Proposition for Rural Ireland, which received
€13.6 million in RRDF funding, administered by D/
RCD, in 2019. A strategic, large-scale project, it

is considered to be of particular importance for
developing the activities tourism offering in Ireland
and includes the Ballyhoura Visitor Centre Trail Head
Building (Limerick).

Despite periods of lockdown throughout the year,
significant progress was made in the development of
new trails during 2021. In total, 52km of new trails
were completed during the course of the year.

In addition, Failte Ireland has contributed to the
following three RRDF projects which are designed to
have significant tourism benefits:

e Dunbrody Famine Ship / New Ross
o Irish National Heritage Park & Hook Lighthouse and

e Nenagh Historic Quarter Regeneration Project.
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COoVID-19

COVID-19 continued to provide challenging
circumstances for the tourism industry into 2021
and Failte Ireland delivered two investment schemes
specifically designed to support the tourism &
hospitality sector adapt to the ongoing challenges
of the COVID-19 pandemic and a shift in consumer
behaviour.

e Under the Outdoor Dining Enhancement Scheme
a total of €23 million was awarded to Local
Authorities. Strand A of the scheme provided
support to almost 5,000 individual independent
hospitality and tourism businesses towards the
cost of equipment to provide additional outdoor
seating and facilitate these individual independent
businesses to increase their outdoor dining
capacity for summer of 2021. Strand B Grants
were awarded to 22 different local authorities for
a total of 39 different projects totalling just under
€10 million - this funding provides for additional
infrastructure and weatherproofing in towns and
cities across the country.

e Under the Urban Animation Scheme investment of
€4.2 million was awarded to six projects in Cork,
Dublin, Galway, Louth, Kilkenny and Waterford
to support local authorities in ambitious, creative,
innovative and sustainable public realm projects
that are inspired by the unique identity of place
and integrated into a long-term vision to re-
imagine and transform the destination.

A sum of over €531,000 was invested in enhancing
local arts and cultural infrastructure across the
Southern region in 2021. This included capital funding
of €136,000 which was paid out as grants under the
Arts & Culture Capital Enhancement Support Scheme
(ACCESS II), funding of €69,000 under the Arts &
Culture Capital Scheme, Stream D of the Cultural
Capital Scheme 2019-2022, (€144,000), The Regional
Museum Exhibition Scheme (€117,000) and ‘Other
Cultural Capital Projects’ (€64,000). Stream D of the
Cultural Capital Scheme 2019-2022 was set up as a
response to the COVID-19 pandemic and to assist
the arts and culture sector at this time. Organisations
supported across these various schemes included

the Hunt Museum in Limerick, Cork County Council
in relation to the West Cork Arts Centre, St. John's
Theatre in Listowel, and the National Opera House in
Wexford.

Stream D supported 20 organisations and the
Regional Museum Exhibition Scheme supported 12
organisations in the Southern region in 2021.

Under the Regional Museum Exhibition Scheme,
the Department of Tourism, Culture Arts, Gaeltacht,
Sport and Media provided support to Carlow County

Museum for the conservation, mounting and framing
of an 1899 tablecloth, Cork Butter Museum towards
the cost of an exhibition on the medieval history

of butter and Kerry Writers’ Museum'’s exhibition
‘Raising the curtain on Kerry’s Amateur Drama
Heritage'

Screen Ireland is supporting the establishment of

2 Regional Talent Development Academies and 3
Regional Crew Development Hubs (one to be based
in Limerick) to support skills, talent and workforce
development in the regions with a particular focus

on equality, diversity and inclusion. The Academies
and Hubs will provide access opportunities for

new entrants and upskilling opportunities for more
established talent and crew. One of the new Crew
Hubs will be led by Innovate Limerick (based in
Limerick). Its activities will also be open to those

in other areas covered in the Southern Region like
Cork, Clare, Kerry, Limerick, Tipperary and Waterford.
One of the other Crew Hubs will be led by Clermont
Enterprise Hub in Wicklow but one of the key partner
organisations involved in this Crew Hub will be
Screen Wexford (based in Wexford).

The skills team in Screen Ireland will continue to
address ongoing skills needs in the regions through
its courses, funding schemes, through the talent
development academies and crew development
hubs, and through its work in relation to the skills
requirements of the S481 tax credit.

Screen Ireland’s Inward Production Unit, both in
Ireland and in L.A., promote locations throughout
Ireland for filming. The Inward Production Unit

has strong links with the regional offices in the
Southern Region, including Film Limerick, and Kerry
Regional Film, and they work in partnership to attract
productions to those areas. They have started a new
initiative for the regional film offices to enable them
to access, manage and upload locations from their
database pertaining to their county. Screen Ireland’s
L.A. office promote Troy Studios in Limerick as a
large scale film studio for any interested international
projects.

The Creative Futures Fund was launched as part of
Screen Ireland’s commitment to grow strong and
resilient companies throughout the country. The Fund
is designed to help support companies strengthen and
hone their expert creative capabilities and ambitions
and build cultural resilience to enable high quality
cultural projects. 35% of successful companies were
based regionally (outside of Dublin and Wicklow).
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Screen Ireland launched Building Back Audiences: the
Cinema Stimulus Fund, a special initiative to support
the exhibition sector in recovering from the severe
impact of COVID-19 closures. 15 cinema venues and
a number of cultural cinema networks in the Southern
region benefited from the fund, recognising the
immense challenges that Irish independent cinemas
face as they reopen their doors and rebuild their
businesses.

In 2021, 12 Screen Ireland funded productions used
locations in the South of Ireland.

South Gaeltacht

There were 617 full-time jobs in Udaras client
companies in the Kerry Gaeltacht at the end of 2021.
There were 702 full-time jobs in Udaras na Gaeltachta
client companies in the Cork Gaeltacht at the end of
the year — the highest level of employment for the
county in the history of the organisation. 45 new jobs
were created in the Cork Gaeltacht in 2021, and 6
new jobs were created in the Waterford Gaeltacht.

In County Cork, significant work began on the
Colaiste fosagain site as COVID-19 restrictions eased.
A Regional Development Hub is being developed by
Udaras na Gaeltachta with the support of funding
from the Rural Regeneration and Development Fund
(RRDF).

gteic - The Gaeltacht Digital Network in Kerry

The gteic network has been established and

has been operating for a number of years in the
Kerry Gaeltacht. During 2021, Minister Heather
Humphreys turned the first sod on the development
of a new building worth €2 million for gteic@Baile

an Sceilg to enhance the centre currently managed
by Comhchoiste Ghaeltacht Uibh Rathaigh. The
development work has been completed on gteic@An
Dromaid which is now open for business. Daingean
Ui Chiis is home to both the expanding Mol Teic with
the support of Udaras na Gaeltachta and the new
gteic@Corca Dhuibhne which has been fitted out and
opened.
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Other projects include the Coonagh to Knockalisheen
Road, which is part of the Limerick Regeneration
programme, the Shannon Bridge which is part of the
Killaloe Bypass, and the realignment of the Nenagh to
Thurles Road (R498 at Latteragh) to cater more safely
for traffic.

e Coonagh to Knockalisheen Distributor Road -
construction commenced in 2021,

e Shannon Crossing/Killaloe Bypass/R494
Upgrade scheme - procurement process for main
construction contract was progressed and

e R498 Nenagh/Thurles (Latteragh) Upgrade - at
detailed design and land acquisition stage.

The Sports Capital Equipment Programme is the

main channel of Government support for developing
sports facilities and purchasing sports equipment for
sports clubs and organisations across Ireland. The
2020 round of the SCEP closed for applications on
Monday 1st March 2021. Over 3,100 applications
(the highest ever) were submitted seeking over €200
million. Approximately one thousand of the submitted
applications were for ‘equipment-only’ projects. These
applications were assessed first and grants with a
total value of €16.6 million were announced on 6th
August, 2021. The remaining capital applications were
then assessed and 1,865 individual grant offers with

a total value of over €143.8 million were announced
on Friday 11 February 2022. This represented the
highest level of allocation ever made under the

SCEP with 1,865 individual grant offers and over 40
different sports funded. All valid applications received
a grant offer. Overall, grants of over €62 million were
allocated to the Southern region.

The National Broadband Plan (NBP) is the initiative
to rollout high-speed broadband to the 1.1 million
people living and working in almost 560,000
premises, including almost 100,000 businesses and
farms, along with 679 schools, where commercial
operators will not commit to deliver the service. It is
expected that eventually over 600,000 premises will
be served by the NBP, including new builds.

Broadband Connection Points (BCPs) are public
locations which have been selected to receive high-
speed connectivity as part of the NBP in areas with
poor broadband coverage including many of our
offshore islands. By the end of 2021, about 270 BCPs
were in place throughout the country and about 250
of these were open for business. These are located in
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places of community importance including community
centres, library hubs, local sports facilities, tourism
locations and other public places.

In the Southern region, over 160 BCPs were in
place by the end of 2021, 119 of which were open
for business and providing high speed broadband
services to communities. This includes 65 schools
in the Southern region that had a connection
installed by the end of 2021 and 26 of these schools
were provided with high-speed connectivity. The
installation of BCPs and the delivery of public BCPs
throughout the country is almost completed. NBI

is working to accelerate the rollout of high-speed
broadband to schools across the State.

Pier development works continued at Castletownbere
Fishery Harbour Centre (under the Department’s
2021 Fishery Harbour and Coastal Infrastructure
Development Programme), to expand the existing
Dinish Wharf by the addition of 216 metre length

of quay and two rock armour breakwaters. Two
contracts were awarded in 2021 to complete the
project. These were Phase 1 (the Essential Works
Contract) at a cost of €1.189 million (excluding VAT)
which was substantially completed in October 2021
and Phase 2 (Completion Works Contract) at a cost of
€12.96 million (excluding VAT).

In 2021, works were also completed on a new 15
metrewide harbour slipway at a cost of €2 million.
This new facility provides an invaluable service to the
local inshore fishing fleet and aquaculture industries.

With the support of almost €9 million in funding from
the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine,
Teagasc opened a new National Food Innovation

Hub in September 2021 at the Moorepark Research
Centre in Fermoy, Co. Cork. The Hub provides
innovation and research space for dairy and food
companies and research institutes with a focus on
food, health and nutrition. Along with generating
market-focused research initiatives, the “Hub” will
enable dairy and food companies located in Ireland to
secure new markets in the post Brexit area.
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National Strategic Outcome 4 -

The expansion of attractive and sustainable public
transport alternatives to private based car transport
will reduce congestion and emissions, and enable
the transport sector to cater in an environmentally
sustainable way for the demands associated with
longer-term population and employment growth
envisaged under Project Ireland 2040.

Cork City Council and Cork County Council published
the Cork Metropolitan Area Transport Strategy

in March 2020, in partnership with the National
Transport Authority (NTA). The strategy provides

a framework for the planning and delivery of
transport infrastructure and services across the Cork
Metropolitan Area, for the period up to 2040.

The strategy contains proposals relating to all modes
of transport, including road network improvements;

a revised, more extensive and higher capacity bus
system (BusConnects Cork); enhancements to the
commuter rail service, including additional stations; a
future light rail or bus rapid transit corridor to serve
the increased population growth out to 2040 as
envisaged by the NPF; as well as a number of bus and
rail-based park and ride sites.

The NTA has analysed feedback from the
BusConnects Cork Public Consultation and carried
out workshops with the stakeholders (City Council,
County Council and Bus Eireann) which are informing
the design of the final network for Cork. Design
team is proceeding to produce the final report on the
revised network and is on target for Q3 2022.

The Cork Light Rail Transit (LRT) project is currently
in Phase 2 ‘Project Concept & Options Selection’ per
the NTA’s Project Approval Guidelines. The project’s
SAR was submitted to the Department of Transport
in June 2021. A robust option selection study for
the scheme is underway to develop an end-to-end
Emerging Preferred Route (EPR). Discussions with
the BusConnects Cork project team are on-going to
ensure consistency across both projects.

Limerick-Shannon Metropolitan Area Transport
Strategy (LSMATS) - A draft was published for

public consultation in summer 2020. The NTA have
completed work on the Revised Draft LSMATS
including the reappraisal of a potential commuter

rail network as well as changes arising out of public
consultation on the original draft. A second round of
public consultation should take place shortly this year
on the revised draft strategy.

Waterford Metropolitan Area Transport Strategy -
Work on the development of the Metropolitan Area
Transport Strategy for the city is at an advanced
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stage. The Strategy will provide the strategic backdrop
to the increased levels of investment, planned in the
coming years. Completion of the draft Strategy will be
followed by public consultation expected in Q2 this
year.

TFI Local Link Rural Transport Programme provides
quality community-based public transport across
rural Ireland. Local Link provides both demand-
responsive, door-to-door services on request, as well
as scheduled bus services on fixed routes.

Project Ireland 2040 commits toward delivery of
a comprehensive network of walking and cycling
networks in all our major cities and this delivery
is supported by a significantly enhanced funding
programme.

Significant projects being constructed during 2021
include the following:

e O’Connell Street Revitalisation in Limerick City and

e MacCurtain Street Public Transport Improvement
Scheme in Cork City.

Projects Completed in 2021 include the following:
e Curraheen Walk and Cycleway in Cork City and
e Dunkettle to Carrigtwohill Phase 1 in County Cork.

Further funding has been granted to allow for
significant progress to be made on a number of
greenways in the region.

The following projects are currently under
construction:

e The South Eastern Greenway from Waterford to
New Ross;

¢ The Midleton to Coughlan Greenway and

e The North Kerry Greenway from Tralee to Fenit
and from Listowel to the Limerick border.

Funding was allocated under the Carbon Tax Fund
to a number of Local Authorities in the region to
support the development of Greenways. This is pre-
construction support, mostly on feasibility, planning
and design. The funding supported:

e ajoint proposal from Cork and Waterford to
examine the feasibility of a Greenway from Mallow
to Dungarvan;
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o feasibility and design work on both sections of the
West Clare Greenway, from Ennis to Moyasta and
from Kilkee to Kilrush;

e feasibility of an extension of the Limerick
Greenway from Rathkeale to Patrickswell via
Adare;

e an extension of the Suir Blueway closer to
Clonmel;

o feasibility of a Greenway in Carlow from
Bagenalstown to Palace East, and

e planning on the Rosslare to Waterford Greenway.

Progress also continued on the construction of
Greenways in Kerry (Tralee to Fenit, Listowel to
Limerick Boundary), Cork (Midleton to Youghal) and
Kilkenny (Waterford to New Ross), whilst planning
permission was granted to the South Kerry Greenway
(Glenbeigh to Cahirciveen).

Significant projects being constructed during 2021
include the following:

e (O'Connell Street Revitalisation in Limerick City and

e MacCurtain Street Public Transport Improvement
Scheme in Cork City.

Projects Completed in 2021 include the following:
e Curraheen Walk and Cycleway in Cork City and
e Dunkettle to Carrigtwohill Phase 1 in County Cork.
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National Strategic Outcome 5 -

Table 7: Agency-supported Employment in the
Southern Region in 2021

IDA Ireland Employment 87,774
Enterprise Ireland Employment 69,277
Total Employment 157,051

Source: CSO and Department of Enterprise, Trade and
Employment

A competitive, innovative and resilient enterprise
base is essential to provide the jobs and employment
opportunities for people to live and prosper in all
regions. Achieving the ambitious employment targets
in the National Planning Framework in the context of
increased global uncertainty, Brexit, the response to
COVID-19 and technological disruption, underlines
the importance of building competitive regional
clusters and generating an uplift in enterprise export
competitiveness to secure sustainable jobs and
growth.

The Enterprise Development Agencies continued to
support an innovative and resilient enterprise base in
2021.

IDA markets the Southern Region in 3 separate
regions, namely the South-West comprising Cork and
Kerry, the South-East, made up of Kilkenny, Carlow,
Wexford and Waterford and the remaining counties
of Clare, Tipperary and Limerick making up the IDAs
Mid-West Region.

There are 218 IDA client companies in the South-
West Region, employing 47,572 people, 79 in the
Mid-West, employing 14,932 people and 150 in the
Mid-East, employing 25,270 people giving a total

of 447 IDA supported companies in the Southern
Assembly Region, with a combined employment of
87,774 people.

20

The FDI performance in the Southern Region

has been consistent over the past five years with
employment among IDA clients increasing by

25%. The Region has a significant ecosystem of
well-established companies across Technology,

Life Sciences, International Financial Services and
Engineering & Industrial Technologies. The Region
has won significant investment across all of these
sectors over a sustained period which has contributed
significantly to employment growth and positive
economic impacts on other sectors of the economy.

The main clusters in the Region are in high value
manufacturing with over 10,000 jobs within the Life
Science’s cluster of companies spread right across
the region. It has also won significant investment in
the Food and the Film sub-sectors and International
Financial Services, which are complemented by
research centres that help win new business and
assist existing client companies with transformation.

Counties in these IDA regions benefit hugely from
the direct and indirect employment generated by
IDA client companies located in the bordering IDA
regions, including the cities of Cork, Galway, Kilkenny
and Waterford.

IDA will target 234 investments for the Southern
region in the period 2021 to 2024.
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Property programme central

to regional delivery
2021-2024 Targets

Cities
J Regional Growth Centres
Proposed ABS Locations
J Building Programme Partnerships
J Infrastructure Investment

P Strategic Land Acquisition

Under the new property programme 2021-2024 IDA

will:

e Deliver a 3rd Advanced Building Solution in
Waterford;

e Complete the construction of an Advanced
Building Solution in Carlow;

e Work with Wexford County Council with a view
to seeking advance planning permission for an
Advanced Technology Building in Wexford;

e Deliver an Advanced Building Solutions in Tralee,
Co. Kerry;

e Deliver an Advanced Building Solution in Raheen
Business Park, Limerick;

e Complete construction of the Advanced
Manufacturing Centre in Q1 2022;

e Complete additional upgrade works and
investment in IDA Parks across the region to
ensure a robust client value proposition and

e Acquire additional strategic sites in the region for
development.

IDA will continue to work closely with the private
sector in the Southern Region to secure the provision
of appropriate and cost-effective building and
property solutions for client companies
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Kinetic Labs

Kinetic Labs is a purpose-built science innovation
centre for the South-East Region located at Worklab
in the IDA Industrial Estate, which became

operational in January 2021. Facilities include 400m2
of high-quality wet lab space with shared lab space
for companies starting out and individual furnished/
unfurnished facilities for more established companies.
Worklab also provides office space, meeting rooms
and all the facilities required to help companies
establish and grow.

Grant Payments to IDA clients in the Region over
the last 5 years

Grants paid in a particular year are not necessarily
linked to either the investments won or the jobs
created in that 12-month period. Grants are generally
drawn down over the lifetime of a project which is
normally over a period of three to five years. Some
investments which result in job creation may not be
grant aided and some well-established firms may no
longer be receiving grant payments.
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Table 8: Grant Payments to IDA clients in the Region over the last 5 years by County

2021 2020 2019 2018 2017
Waterford €3,757,354 €7,001,542 €4,402,166 €3,532,451 €7,794,598
Wexford €652,455 €260,158 €155,000 €690,408 €1,473,521
Carlow €14,601 0 €4,553 €420,000 €82,725
Kilkenny €407,000 0 €429,000 €815,000 €156,000
Total €4,831,410 €7,261,700 €4,990,719 €5,457,859 €9,506,844
Limerick €14,132,082 €5,413,824 €5,756,874 €18,797,498 €7,036,757
Clare €4,233,087 €8,069,014 €3,788,972 €2,412,357 €2,521,600
Tipperary €7,195,766 €4,792,342 €2,159,434 €4,396,502 €3,428,740
Total €25,560,935 €18,275,180 €11,705,280 €25,606,357 €12,987,097
Cork €24,772,267 €24,569,556 €17,430,002 €11,415,316 €20,848,403
Kerry €151,021 € 1,264,097 € 440,688 € 1,136,091 € 2,357,952
Total €24,923,288 €25,833,653 €17,870,690 €12,551,407 €23,201,355
Southern €55,315,633 €51,370533 €34,566,689 €46,615,623 €45,695,296
Total
Table 9: Announcements made throughout 2021 in the Southern Region
Company Name Month, Year Brief Description Jobs/Investment Town
Logitech January New roles including design, engineering, IT | 50 jobs Cork
2021 and supply chain functions.
Mediallia January Expansion 100 jobs Cork
2021
SGS January 100 employees working in Novartis 100 jobs Cork
2021 Laboratories will transfer to SGS
CH Robinson January New Technology Centre 100 jobs Cork
2021
Alter Domus January Job announcement 100 jobs Cork
2021
Indigo 4site January International expansion with open- 100 jobs Limerick
2021 location and office-based roles across City
Ireland.
Microchip February New development centre to open Q1 60 jobs over 3 Cork
2021 2021. years, approx
200 jobs within
the next seven
years
Huawei February Job Announcement and Investment in €80m/110 jobs | Cork and
2021 R&D Athlone
Merck Millipore | April 2021 The investment is to enable to company to | €36m Cork
double its production of a key component | investment
in COVID-19 rapid diagnostic kits
Innowatts April 2021 Expansion and creation of European HQ 40 jobs Cork
Ortec Inc May 2021 Ortec Inc. breaks ground at European HQ, Newcastle
in Newcastle West West
Tigera May 2021 New EMEA HQ 35 jobs Cork
Ellab May 2021 Expansion and job announcement 20 jobs Cork
Qorvo June 2021 Dublin IC Design Centre expansion and 100 jobs Dublin | Dublin and
opening of a new IC Design Centre Cork & Cork Cork
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Company Name Month, Year Brief Description Jobs/Investment Town
Accenture June 2021 Expanding the innovation capability at 500 jobs over Cork and
the Accenture Labs to include quantum the next 3 years | the wider
computing and adding new roles at The Munster
Dock, Accenture’s flagship R&D and area
Innovation Centre, Cork
Varonis June 2021 Official opening of its new office in 60 jobs over 3 Cork
Penrose Dock years
Horizon June 2021 Global biotech manufacturing operation 90 jobs Waterford
Therapeutics
Eli Lilly July 2021 Opened the largest Solar Farm in the Cork
Republic of Ireland. Developed in a joint
venture by Eli Lilly and Company and
Enerpower, the 16-acre facility will help
power a significant proportion of the Lilly
plant at its Dunderrow site (near Kinsale)
with sustainable energy.
Repligen July 2021 Centre of Excellence for single- 90 jobs Waterford
use consumable products used in
Bioprocessing applications
Bausch + Lomb | July 2021 €90m Manufacturing Expansion 130 Jjobs Waterford
Bosch Group August 2021 | Establishment of an Automotive Research | 30 jobs Limerick
and Development Centre in Limerick, City
creating 30 jobs over the next two years.
Trilateral September EU funded research in Cyber Security & 10 jobs Waterford
2021 Climate Change
Legato September | Establishment of an R&D hub in Limerick. | 60 jobs Limerick
2021
Boston Scientific | September | €30 million investment in R&D 70 jobs over the | Cork
2021 next three years
Zazzle September Expansion of its European HQ 50 jobs over Cork
2021 three years
Edwards October Opening of a new manufacturing centre in 